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WHEN THE SOUND OF THE IDEALIST 

IS LOW 

Those of us who know anything about the vocabulary of 
cookery have heard of bread that falls and of cake that becomes 
soggy. The reason for this misfortune seems always mysterious. 
The trouble is not in the cookbook; it is not in the flour. But 
the calamity is always imminent in the best-regulated kitchen. 

This is a peril of our idealistic world just now. We do not 
doubt our spiritual recipes; as far as we know we are sincere in 
our professions of faith in the power of spiritual truth. But every 
now and then our idealism falls. That which we expected to be 
the bread of life seems an unpalatable mixture of wisdom and 
folly, dangerous to social health. 

* j» 4» 

In moments when we are really sane we can well ask our- 
selves why these moments of moral depression come. Why is it 
that we even feel that the struggle for timeless values is a mark 
of unsophistication or worse ? Why do we lose our moral enthu- 
siasms at the very moment that the strain of life makes them 
imperative? Why do we attempt to be "practical" when our 
hearts tell us that we ought to be divinely impractical ? 

It is hard to answer these questions, but it is not difficult to 
diagnose the symptoms of our disorder. For the moment we are 
idealistically stale. The cares of this world and the deceitfulness 
of militarism have choked the word within us, and we have not 
the energy to uproot the weeds. Depressed by the discovery 
that we have been deceived into thinking that things are as they 
ought to be we have said in our wrath that all men are homicidal 
beasts and that we are idealistic fools. Deafened by the noise 
of those who mistake gun-firing for wisdom we have for the 
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moment failed to hear that still, small voice which is none the 
less the voice of God. 

1&* %£r* V^ 

Idealists, like cooks, ought not to be discouraged over an 
occasional failure. Yeast has not lost its power to leaven because 
cooks have blundered. Neither has the leaven of idealism ceased 
to work because we find that idealists are not so practical-minded 
as high-minded. Out of the mouths of idealists the Lord has 
ordained that wisdom should come. The most amazing optimism 
of Jesus is his belief that good people can be trusted to have good 
sense. Therefore he gave us no programs, but insisted on an 
attitude of mind which will give morality programs. 

Let us have the same cheerful optimism. It is better to be 
an idealist without a program than a practical-minded man 
without an ideal. The fact that idealists are not always masters 
of a situation is no ground for thinking that belief in the things 
of the spirit, the supremity of love, and finality of justice are 
doomed. 

H^W 1^r^ m^ 

An idealist is radioactive. The things that are seen in him 
may not count, but the unseen rays of his confidence in the 
sanity of love, and his sacrificial loyalty to the good that is some 
day to be, will make over social life. 

Years ago a prophet and his servant were in desperate straits. 
About them were the soldiers of a fearfully prepared enemy. 
The servant — who by his employment was doubtless a master of 
small efficiencies — was in despair. The prophet, despite his days 
of misanthropic reading of his world, was serene. The servant 
lamented the triumph of the enemies of his master and his God. 
"O Lord," the prophet cried, "open his eyes." And the servant 
for a minute shared in the prophet's vision of mountains filled 
with the armies of the mighty God. 

If men who are prophets are loyal to their vision, the world 
is not headed toward civilized brutality. God has not given 
up being a Father. 

Let those of us who find our idealism sorely tested be good 
soldiers of the cross. We have a Jesus who overcame the world. 
If you believe in God, believe also in him. 



